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Preface

We would like to present, with great pleasure, the inaugural volume-7, Issue-8, August 2021, of a scholarly
journal, International Journal of Engineering Research & Science. This journal is part of the AD
Publications series in the field of Engineering, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and science Research
Development, and is devoted to the gamut of Engineering and Science issues, from theoretical aspects to
application-dependent studies and the validation of emerging technologies.

This journal was envisioned and founded to represent the growing needs of Engineering and Science as an
emerging and increasingly vital field, now widely recognized as an integral part of scientific and technical
investigations. Its mission is to become a voice of the Engineering and Science community, addressing
researchers and practitioners in below areas
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Each article in this issue provides an example of a concrete industrial application or a case study of the
presented methodology to amplify the impact of the contribution. We are very thankful to everybody within
that community who supported the idea of creating a new Research with IJOER. We are certain that this
issue will be followed by many others, reporting new developments in the Engineering and Science field.
This issue would not have been possible without the great support of the Reviewer, Editorial Board
members and also with our Advisory Board Members, and we would like to express our sincere thanks to
all of them. We would also like to express our gratitude to the editorial staff of AD Publications, who
supported us at every stage of the project. It is our hope that this fine collection of articles will be a valuable
resource for IJOER readers and will stimulate further research into the vibrant area of Engineering and

Science Research.

oy

Mukesh Arora
(Chief Editor)
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Abstract— We focused on the study of using math modeling and machine learning to do big data analysis, therefore to
detect Credit card fraud, which is one of the serious issues in real life. In order to detect credit card fraud, after reviewed
many recent research, we chose the most popular models among credit card fraud detection, which are Random Forest (RF),
and ANN with multi-layers (DNN). We evaluated the accuracy and recall of these models in detecting credit card fraud with
or without SMOTE, and found out that there is no significant improvement in the accuracy of these models with or without
SMOTE training, but RF with SOMTE has a little bit vantage than others. There is a significant improvement in recall of
these three models with SMOTE training. Especially, with SMOTE training, ANN or DNN is of better performance in the
recall than RF. Therefore, we combine RF and DNN to generate a hybrid model so that it produces better stability in
accuracy and recall. The study discovered that neural network models have greater potential for finding abnormal data in
the big data stream. This has important guiding significance for what mathematical model that credit card companies use to
monitor the cash flow and remind customers of the possible risk of credit card fraud.

Keywords— Avrtificial Neural Network, Credit Card Fraud Detection, Hybrid Model, Random Forest, SMOTE.

l. INTRODUCTION

Credit cards are convenient to use and easy to carry. It not only supports off-line payment, but also online payment. With the
development of internet technology, more and more people are using credit cards. Nowadays, most people choose to use
credit cards for transactions. However, with the growth in the use of credit card transactions, credit card fraud is also on the
rise.

To reduce the growing number of credit card frauds, many methods have been developed to detect the fraud. Among them,
machine learning models have been proved to be good solutions for credit card fraud detection. There are various machine
learning models, either supervised or unsupervised, such as logistic regression, support vector machine (SVM), random
forest (RF), k-nearest neighbor, and k-means clustering. Besides these models, Neural networks became popular in recent
years, and it was proved to be powerful in many fields, including credit card fraud detection. In 2014, Sitaram patel and
Sunita Gond found that the SVM algorithm with user profile instead of only spending profile can improve TP (true positive),
TN (true negative) rate, and decreases the FP (false positive) & FN (false negative) rate [7]. In 2017, S. Akila and U.
Srinivasulu Reddy analyzed the internal factors that affect the abnormal data found in the credit card transaction and tried to
find a way to eliminate these factors. Simulation experiments proved that Non-overlapped Risk based Bagged Ensemble
model (NRBE) can improve performances of 5% in terms of BCR and BER, 50% in terms of Recall and 2X to 2.5X times
reduced cost [1]. Their research provided an idea for later research, that is, a new method can be used to re-sample existing
historical data to generate more efficient training data, thereby improving the accuracy and recall of detecting credit card
fraud. In 2019, Devi Meenakshi. B, Janani. B, Gayathri. S, and Mrs. Indira. N discovered that the RF can improve the
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accuracy of detecting fraud, even if some data has been missing or has not been scaled well. The RF algorithm will perform
better with a larger number of training data, but speed during testing and application will suffer [6]. Simi M.J. evaluated three
machine learning supervised algorithms: RF, SVM and ANN, and pointed out their respective pros and cons, and concluded
that ANN has the best performance [4]. In 2020, Altyeb Altaher Taha and Sharaf Jameel Malebary explored a new
algorithm-an optimized light gradient boosting machine (OLightGBM) to detect fraud in credit card transactions and used
F1-score as an indicator to evaluate the quality of an algorithm [12]. In 2021, Asha RB and Suresh Kumar KR confirmed
again that ANN machine learning algorithms are of better accuracy than the unsupervised learning algorithms [9].

On the basis of summarizing previous studies, we evaluate the performance in detecting credit card fraud of three models: RF
model, ANN model (with 1 hidden layer) and DNN model with or without SMOTE. It turns out that these three models with
SMOTE are all of better performance than ones without SMOTE, and eventually we combine the results of RF and DNN
models to produce a hybrid model with higher stability.

1. DATA AND REQUIREMENTS

2.1 Data Description

The data set used is the Credit Card Fraud Detection data set from Kaggle. This data set contains credit card transactions in
September 2013 in European. There are a total of 284,807 transactions in the data set, but only 492 of them are frauds.
Features ‘V1°, ‘V2°, ..., “V28’ are the principal components obtained with Principal Component Analysis (PCA) in order to
protect user privacy. These could be features that are potentially relevant to credit card transactions, such as gender, age, loan
annuity, and income. The rest features are ‘Time’, ‘Amount’, and ‘Class’. Feature “Time’ contains the seconds elapsed
between each transaction and the first transaction in the data set. Feature ’Amount’ is the transaction Amount. And feature
‘Class’ is the response variable: 1 means this transaction is a fraud and 0 means it is not. Fig.1, Fig.2, Fig.3, Fig.4 are
descriptions of the data.

Time Vi V2 V3 V4 V5 Vé v7 vs
count 284807.000000 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05
mean 94813.859575 3.918649e-15 5.682686e-16 -8.761736e-15 2.811118e-15 -1.552103e-15 2.040130e-15 -1.698953e-15 -1.893285e-16
std 47488.145955 1.958696e+00 1.651309e+00 1.516255e+00 1.415869e+00 1.380247e+00 1.332271e+00 1.237094e+00 1.194353e+00
min 0.000000 -5.640751e+01 -7.271573e+01 -4.832559e+01 -5.683171e+00 -1.137433e+02 -2.616051e+01 -4.355724e+01 -7.321672e+01
25% 54201.500000 -9.203734e-01 -5.985499e-01 -8.903648e-01 -8.486401e-01 -6.915971e-01 -7.682956e-01 -5.540759e-01 -2.086297e-01
50% 84692.000000 1.810880e-02 6.548556e-02 1.798463e-01 -1.984653e-02 -5.433583e-02 -2.741871e-01 4.010308e-02  2.235804e-02
75% 139320.500000 1.315642e+00 8.037239e-01 1.027196e+00 7.433413e-01 6.119264e-01 3.985649e-01 5.704361e-01 3.273459e-01
max 172792.000000 2.454930e+00 2.205773e+01 9.382558e+00 1.687534e+01 3.480167e+01 7.330163e+01 1.205895e+02 2.000721e+01
FIGURE 1: Data Description Part 1
Vo vio0 Vi1 vi2 Vi3 vi4 Vi5 V16 V17
2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05

-3.147640e-15

1.098632e+00

-1.343407e+01

-6.430976e-01

-5.142873e-02

5.971390e-01

1.559499e+01

1.772925e-15

1.088850e+00

-2.458826e+01

-5.354257e-01

-9.291738e-02

4.539234e-01

2.374514e+01

9.289524e-16

1.020713e+00

-4.797473e+00

-7.624942e-01

-3.275735e-02

7.395934e-01

1.201891e+01

-1.803266e-15

9.992014e-01

-1.868371e+01

-4.055715e-01

1.400326e-01

6.182380e-01

7.848392e+00

1.674888e-15

9.952742e-01

-6.485393e-01

-1.356806e-02

6.625050e-01

7.126883e+00

-5.791881e+00 -1.921433e+01

-4.255740e-01

1.475621e-15

9.585956e-01

5.060132e-02

4.931498e-01

1.052677e+01

FIGURE 2: Data Description Part 2

3.501098e-15

9.153160e-01

-4.498945e+00

-5.828843e-01

4.807155e-02

6.488208e-01

8.877742e+00

1.392460e-15

8.762529e-01

-1.412985e+01

-4.680368e-01

6.641332e-02

5.232963e-01

1.731511e+01

-7.466538e-16
8.493371e-01
-2.516280e+01
-4.837483e-01
-6.567575e-02
3.996750e-01

9.253526e+00
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vig V19 V20 v21 va2 Va3 V24 V25 V26

2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05
4.258754e-16  9.019919e-16  5.126845e-16  1.473120e-16  8.042109e-16  5.282512e-16  4.456271e-15  1.426896e-15  1.701640e-15
8.381762e-01  8.140405e-01  7.709250e-01  7.345240e-01  7.257016e-01  6.244603e-01 6.056471e-01  5.212781e-01  4.822270e-01
-9.498746e+00 -7.213527e+00 -5.449772e+01 -3.483038e+01 -1.093314e+01 -4.480774e+01 -2.836627e+00 -1.029540e+01 -2.604551e+00
-4.988498e-01 -4.562989e-01 -2.117214e-01 -2.283949e-01 -5.423504e-01 -1.618463e-01 -3.545861e-01 -3.171451e-01 -3.269839%-01
-3.636312e-03  3.734823e-03 -6.248109e-02 -2.945017e-02  6.781943e-03 -1.119293e-02 4.097606e-02  1.659350e-02 -5.213911e-02
5.008067e-01 4.589494e-01  1.330408e-01  1.863772e-01 5.285536e-01 1.476421e-01  4.395266e-01 3.507156e-01  2.409522e-01

5.041069e+00 5.591971e+00 3.942090e+01 2.720284e+01 1.050309e+01 2.252841e+01 4.584549e+00 7.519580e+00 3.517346e+00

FIGURE 3: Data Description Part 3

va27 va2s Amount Class

2.848070e+05 2.848070e+05 284807.000000 284807.000000

-3.662252e-16  -1.217809e-16 88.349619 0.001727
4.036325e-01  3.300833e-01 250.120109 0.041527
-2.256568e+01 -1.543008e+01 0.000000 0.000000
-7.083953e-02 -5.295979e-02 5.600000 0.000000
1.342146e-03  1.124383e-02 22.000000 0.000000
9.104512e-02  7.827995e-02 77.165000 0.000000
3.161220e+01 3.384781e+01  25691.160000 1.000000

FIGURE 4: Data Description Part 4
2.2 Software and Package Requirements
Below are software and packages to repeat the work in this paper.
Programming language used: Python
Python Packages and libraries used:
e Numpy:
numpy is a Python library used to deal with algebra operations.
e Matplotlib:
matplotlib is a Python library for plot.
e Pandas:
pandas is a Python library used to perform common statistical operations on data.
e Imbalanced Learn:
imbalanced-learn is a python package that offers a number of re-sampling techniques for imbalanced data.
e  Scikit Learn:

scikit-learn is a python package that offers various statistical models and machine learning models.
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1. METHODS AND MODELS
3.1 Software and Package Requirements
3.1.1  Synthetic Minority Over-sampling Technique

Synthetic Minority Over-sampling Technique (SMOTE) is one of the re-sampling strategies for imbalanced data sets. It deals
with the imbalance by over-sampling minority observations. In the credit card fraud detection problem, fraud cases are
always much less than normal transactions. The normal over-sampling method takes random draws from the fraud cases and
copies those observations to increase the amount of fraud samples. In this way, the model will be trained on a lot of
duplicates. SMOTE, on the other hand, uses characteristics of nearest neighbors of fraud cases to create new synthetic fraud
cases, and thus avoid duplicating observations. [5]

3.1.2 Decision Tree

Decision Tree is a type of supervised machine learning that can be used on both classification and regression problems. It is a
structure that includes root node, leaf node & branch. Each internal node denotes a test on attribute, the outcome of the test
denotes each branch and the class label is held by each leaf node. The root node is the topmost node in the tree. [2]

3.1.3 Random Forest

Random Forest (RF) is a model based on Decision Tree (CART). It is like applying Ensemble method to Decision Trees. RF
builds multiple decision trees with different samples and initial variables. And the final prediction of RF combines the results
of all the trees. [6] Every decision tree has high variance, but when we combine all of them together in parallel then the
resultant variance is low as each decision tree gets perfectly trained on that particular sample data and hence the output does
not depend on one decision tree but multiple decision trees. [8] The code to implement RF in this paper references Sharma’s
[10] and McKinney’s [5] articles.

3.1.4  Artificial Neural Network

Artificial Neural Network (ANN) is a machine learning algorithm inspired by biological neural networks in human brains. In
ANN, each node represents a perception in the neural network, and nodes are arranged in layers. This paper uses ANN with
back propagation. The implementation of ANN references Sun’s [11] article.

3.2 Proposed System
3.21  Description

Ensemble methods are techniques that create multiple machine learning models and then combine them to produce improved
results. The proposed system uses SMOTE as the re-sampling method to deal with imbalanced data. Then, the system
combines the result of RF and ANN using Ensemble methods.

3.2.2  Steps and Parameters
Steps of the proposed model:

e Drop Time column and scale the Amount columns in the data set.(columnsV1 to V28 are already processed with
PCA)

o Divide data set into training and testing

o  Apply SMOTE to the training data set

e Define Random Forest

o Define Deep Neural Network

e Use Ensemble Methods to combine RF and DNN above
e  Train the proposed model

e  Predict the testing data set using trained model
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Table 1 below presents some scikit-learn modules used in the above steps:

TABLE 1
SCIKIT LEARN MODULES USED

Purpose Module
Scaler StandardScaler
Divide dataset train_test_split

Apply SMOTE SMOTE

Define Random Forest RandomForestClassifier

Define ANN or DNN MLPClassifier
Ensemble Methods VotingClassifier

Table2 below presents the parameter values used in the proposed model:

TABLE 2
SOME PARAMETERS USED
Parameter Value
Random State 0
. . 16, 20, 16, 20
Hidden layer sizes of DNN (™ number represent number of nodes in n™ hidden layer)
Activation Function logistic function
Solver of DNN stochastic gradient descent
Maximum number of iterations 500

V. EVALUATION
4.1 Evaluation Metrics
4,11  Confusion Matrix and Accuracy

The following figure Fig.5shows the composition of the confusion matrix:

True Condition
Condition Positive Condition Negative
Predicted Condition Positive True Positive False Positive
Predicted Condition - — - - -
Predicted Condition Negative False Negative True Negative

FIGURE 5: Confusion Matrix

True Positive (TP): Cases that model correctly predict as fraud

True Negative (TN): Cases that model correctly predict as non-fraud

False Positive (FP): Cases of ‘false alarm’. (Model predict it should be fraud, but actually not)
False Negative (FN): Cases of fraud not caught by the model

Accuracy is the fraction of transactions that were correctly classified. It is one of the most powerful and commonly used
evaluation metrics.[3] It can be calculated from Confusion Matrix:

Accuracy = (TP + TN)/ (TP + TN + FP + FN) #(1)
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4.1.2  Precision and Recall

Precision and Recall are two important evaluation metrics. Precision represents the fraction of actual fraud cases out of all

predicted fraud cases. And Recall represents the fraction of predicted fraud cases out of all actual fraud cases. They can be
calculated using confusion matrix:

Precision:
Precision = TruePositive/(TruePositive + FalsePositive)#(2)
Recall:
Recall = TruePositive/(TruePositive + FalseNegative)#(3)

Although both Precision and Recall are equally important for balanced data, Recall is more important than Precision in

Credit Card Fraud Detection. This is because False Negative is worse than False Positive in this problem. (False alarms do
not cause much financial loss, but undetected fraud can)

4.2 Model Performance

Since Recall is more important than Precision in this problem, we will use Recall and Accuracy as evaluation metrics.

Performance of RF without SMOTE: Performance of RF with SMOTE:
the Model used is Random Forest without SMOTE the Model used is Random Forest with SMOTE
The accuracy is 0.9995084442259752 The accuracy is 0.9995201479348805
The recall is 0.7619047619047619 The recall is 0.8095238095238095
The precision is 0.9411764705882353 The precision is 0.9015151515151515
Confusion matrix: Confusion matrix:

[[85289 71 [[85283 13]
[ 35 112]] [ 28 119])
Fraud Confusion matrix Fraud Confusion matrix
80000 80000
s 70000 70000
Not F 13
ot Fraud 60000 Not Fraud 60000
I 50000 T 50000
; 40000 s 40000
2 =
= -
30000 30000
Fraud S L 20000 Fraud B 19 20000
10000 10000
> > ‘
Y@" «\o" q\'b& @‘5’6
& & «
&
Predicted label Predicted label
FIGURE 6: Result of RF without SMOTE FIGURE 7: Result of RF with SMOTE
Performance of 1 hidden layer ANN without SMOTE: Performance of 1 hidden layer ANN with SMOTE:
the Model used is 1 layer Artificial Neural Network without SMOTE the Model used is 1 layer Artificial Neural Network with SMOTE
The accuracy is 0.9988998513628969 The accuracy is 0.9924277003382372
The recall is 0.43537414965986393 The recall is 0.8639455782312925
The precision is 0.8533333333333334 The precision is 0.16843501326259946
Confusion matrix: Confusion matrix:
[[85285 11) [[B4669  627]
[ 83 641]) [ 20 12771]
Fraud Confusion matrix Fraud Confusion matrix
80000 80000
70000 70000
Not Fraud n 0000 Not Fraud 0000
] 50000 z 50000
b 40000 ] 40000
& e
30000 30000
fraud 8 & 20000 Fraud e o 20000
10000 10000
«\B"b w’ob \“*D‘P *‘“\‘b
& «
Predicted label Predicted label
. . FIGURE 9: Result of 1 hidden layer ANN without
FIGURE 8: Result of 1 hidden layer ANN without SMOTE SMOTE
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Comparison of models above:

N Accuracy
B Recall

Evaluations

Random Forest without SMOTE
Random Forest with SMOTE

1 layer ANN without SMOTE

1 layer AMN with SMOTE

Models

FIGURE 10: Comparison of models with and without SMOTE
We can clearly see that by using the SMOTE method, recall is boosted a lot, especially for ANN.

Performance of Deep Neural Network (DNN) (ANN with multiple hidden layer) with SMOTE:

the Model used is Deep Neural Network without SMOTE
The accuracy is 0.9961260723523284
The recall is 0.8639455782312925
The precision is 0.2899543378995434
Confusion matrix:
[[84985 311]
[ 20 12711

Fraud Confusion matrix

80000
70000

Not Fraud 3
60000
z 50000

2

E - 40000
- 30000
Fraud 20 127 I 20000
10000

[ >

& «

Predicted label

FIGURE 11: Result of deep neural network with SMOTE
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Performance of proposed system:

the Model used is Proposed Model with SMOTE
The accuracy is 0.9984902215512096
The recall is 0.8571428571428571
The precision is 0.5384615384615384
Confusion matrix:

[[85188 108]

[ 21 126711

Fraud Confusion matrix

80000
70000
Not Fraud 108
60000
T 50000
n
w 40000
=
30000
Fraud 21 126 20000
10000
s3 D
> o
30 <«
QP

Predicted label

FIGURE 12: Result of proposed system

Comparison of all models:

1000 0.900

0.875

0.850

> 0.825 4
-1 =
5 3 0.800 4
ot &
& 0775
0.750 4
0725 4
0.700 -
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
& & & = & & & &
b= b= b= £ b= b= b= £
= = = = = = = =
= = = T = = = T
§ h i £ h ¥
8 - g 5 - g
Models Models
FIGURE 13: Accuracy comparison FIGURE 14: Recall comparison

We could see that our proposed model combines the advantages of RF and DNN. For the recall, it performs just a little below
ANN, but much better than RF. For accuracy, its performance is really close to RF, but better than ANN. By doing some
trade-off, we increase the False Negative by 1 but decrease False Positive by 203 compare to DNN.

Based on the results, it is much better to use SMOTE than not to use SMOTE, especially considering the boost in Recall.
And if you are interested in only Recall, DNN with SMOTE is a good model. If you are interested in Accuracy and Precision,
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RF is better. And if you want a model with good performance on both Accuracy and Recall, the proposed model is the best
choice.

V. CONCLUSION

In this research, we evaluated RF, 1 hidden layer ANN and DNN models with or without SMOTE. After comparison and
analysis, we come to the following conclusions:

1) No matter with or without SMOTE training, the accuracy of RF model is of a little bit vantage than ANN and DNN.

2) With SMOTE training, the accuracy of RF, ANN and DNN are all improved, but the recall of ANN and DNN are all
of better performance than RF. Especially DNN has better performance than ANN in both accuracy and recall.

3) Based on optimal combination, we generate a hybrid model using RF and DNN with SMOTE training to build a
stable performance in both accuracy and recall.

In other words, we proposed a method for credit card fraud detection that is based on SMOTE, Ensemble Methods and some
popular existing models. By comparing models with and without SMOTE, we show that applying SMOTE to deal with
imbalanced data can increase the model performance. And then, we show that our proposed model is well suited for credit
card fraud detection by comparing it to RF and ANN. RF shows its good performance on Accuracy and Precision, while
ANN is better on Recall. The proposed model combines the advantages of these two models and provides high recall and
high accuracy.
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Abstract— Samples from petroleum contaminated soil of Eleme, Port Harcourt and from non petroleum contaminated soil,
Awka, Nigeria serving as control were analyzed for heavy metals. The results of the analysis showed that the metals
concentrations in mg/kg were Ni <0.05- 2.05, Cr 0.005- 0.37, Cd <0.005- 0.008, Zn 0.14 — 2.87 Pb <0.02- 0.19 Fe 12.32-
29.11, Mn < 0.008- 0.036, Se <0.001, as <0.001, and V <0.001. Majority of the metal concentrations were above those of
the control. Though the values obtained did not exceed soil quality standards stipulated in the Environmental Management
Regulations, 2007, the toxic metals could accumulate to a threatening level over a period of time. Food poisoning,
occupational hazards and various disorders emanate from heavy load of toxic metals in our environment.

Keywords— Heavy Metals as Contaminants, Petroleum Contaminated Soils, Port Harcourt, soil quality, toxic metals.

l. INTRODUCTION

Environmental pollution may result from industrial and commercial activities when substances resulting from these activities
enter the environment and attain levels which may cause discomfort and / or harm to man and his environment (Udosen et al,
1990). From the point of view of environmental pollution, metals may be broadly classified into three categories namely,
non-toxic but accessible, toxic but non-accessible and toxic and accessible .1t is the third category that has attracted more
attention from the point of view of environmental pollution and public health (Dara, 2008).

The toxic metals occur in very small quantities in the earth’s crust (less than 1000ppm) and hence are called “trace metals”.
These are further arbitrarily subdivided on the basis of their densities. Those having densities below 5g/cm? are called light
metals and those with densities above 5g/cm?® are designated as heavy metals (Dara, 2008; Santra, 2005). The main threats to
human health from heavy metal (HM) are associated with exposure to cadmium, lead, mercury and arsenic but additionally,
there are other 19 elements known as heavy metals: antimony, bismuth, cerium, chromium, cobalt, copper, gallium, gold,
iron, manganese, nickel, platinum, silver, tellurium, thalium, tin, uranium, vanadium and zinc (Fernandez-lugueno et
al.,2013). Some heavy metals are essential for living organisms but high concentrations or accumulation in a physiological
system is detrimental or injurious to health especially where such metals are found above maximum allowable levels (Hough
et al., 1982; Nigerian Industrial Standard (NIS), 1983). Large amounts of any of them may cause acute or chronic toxicity
referred to as poisoning (Kabata-Pendras and Mucherjee, 2007).Heavy metals accumulate in topsoil and at larger
concentrations can poison important soil microbial groups, crops and food (Chaudri, 2001). In areas with high
concentrations, metallic contamination of food and water probably led to the poisonings (Gilman et al., 1975). A disaster
resulting from heavy metal contamination was the minamata disease in Japan caused by methyl mercury poisoning (Christian
et al, 1974). The mercury poison was through food chain build-up which occurred in Japan’s minamata bay which received
industrial waste containing mercury compounds.

Moriber (1974) reported that the consumption of waste water from a mine which produced cadmium, zinc and lead resulted
in rickets-like disease called itai-itia.

Heavy metal toxicity can result in brain damage or the reduction of mental processes (Gaza et al.,2005) and central nervous
function (Bouchard et al.,2011), lower energy levels (Holmstrup et al.,2011), damage to DNA (Jomova et al., 2011),
alterations on the gene expression (Salgado-Bustamante et al., 2010) , Skin (Burger et al., 2007), muscle (Visnjic-jeftic et al.,
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2010), liver (Burger et al.,2007), heart (Otles and Cagindi,2010) and other vital organs for humans and other living
organisms.

Long term exposure to heavy metals may result in slowly progressing physical muscular and neurological degenerative
processes that mimc Aizheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis (Jones and Miller,
2008), gangrene, diabetes mellitus, hypertension and ischemic heart disease (Otles and Cagindi, 2010). Other consequences
are allergies and cancer (Dietert and Piepenbrink, 2006).

The emergence of the industrial age and large scale mining brought occupational diseases caused by various toxic metals.
Metallic constituents of pesticides and therapeutic agents (e.g antimicrobials) were additional sources of hazardous exposure.
The burning of fossil fuels containing heavy metals and the addition of tetra ethyl lead to gasoline has now made
environmental pollution the major source of heavy metal poisoning (Gilman et al., 1975). Petroleum substances are
contaminants that most frequently occur in the water-soil environment and can pollute environment through leaking
pipelines, oil spill storage facilities, (Okop and Ekpo, 2012). Metals leached from eating utensils and cookware also increase
the risk of heavy contamination (Gilman et al., 1975). Heavy metal contamination of urban top soil has been of great concern
as regards to their harmfulness, persistence and non- degradability in the environment (Al-Chalabi and Hawker, 2000,
Onianwa, 2001; Ameh, 2014). Unfavourable effects of high concentrations of heavy metals to soil functions, soil microbial
community composition and microbial growth have long been distinguished under both field and laboratory conditions
(Dara, 2018; Chaudri, 2001).

Nature and Distribution levels of Toxic Metals in wastewater from some small scale business in Ibadan Metropolis has been
conducted (Adejumobi, 2005). Crude oil contamination of soil occurs frequently in various ways and in certain areas. It will
be of great value if the levels of toxic metals in the petroleum contaminated soils are established as these would serve as
guide to control of this pollution and hence metal poisoning.

1. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2.1 Study Area

Eleme coordinates are 4.7994°N, 7.1198° E. It is located at east of Port Harcourt and covers an area of 138km? At 2006
census, it had a population of 190,884. Precipitation in Port Harcourt averages 2708mm and the average annual temperature
is 26.4°C. The average annual relative humidity is 71.0% (https//weather and climate.com). Awka is found in the south
eastern part of Nigeria. It is the capital of Anambra State and is located on Latitude 6°09'N and Longitude 7°12'E. The
climate is tropical with an annual rainfall of about 11,450mm, average temperature of 28°C and relative humidity of 91% at
dawn (Nwangwu, 2015).

2.2 Soil Sampling

Composite samples of top soil more than 1kg were collected from six locations at 0-12cm with the aid of a hand auger and
measuring tape (Voutsa, 1996; Nwankwoala and Ememu, 2018). Five out of the six samples were petroleum contaminated
soils from Eleme Port Harcourt Nigeria and one was non- petroleum contaminated soil from Awka Nigeria. The non-
petroleum contaminated soil was serving as control. Care was taken to wash and clean the auger before sampling each
location in order not to contaminate the samples. The samples were transferred into pre-labeled polythene bags after which
they were transported to the laboratory for preservation, digestion and analysis.

2.3 Sample Preservation
Samples were stored in the laboratory fridge at 4°C prior to digestion and analysis.
2.4 Sample Digestion

Conventional aqua regia digestion was performed in 250ml glass beakers covered with watch glasses. A well mixed sample
of 0.5000g was digested in 12ml of aqua regia (3:1 mixture of HCI and HNOs on a hot plate for 3hrs at 110°C. After
evaporation to near dryness, the sample was diluted with 20ml of 2%(v/v) dilute nitric acid and transferred into a 100ml
volumetric flask after filtering through Whatman No 42 paper and diluted to 100ml with DDW (Chen and Ma, 2001).

2.5 Sample Analysis

Heavy metal contents of each digest were determined using an Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer (Schimadzu AA 670)
as described in APHA (2000). Soil sample was aspirated into an air/acetylene or nitrous oxide/acetylene flame generated by a
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hollow cathode lamp at a specific wavelength peculiar only to the metal programmed for analysis. For each metal analyzed,
standards and blanks were prepared and used for calibration before samples were aspirated. Concentration and specific
absorbance appeared for each metal in each sample. The concentrations were recorded and printed out for all the samples.
Limit of detection was set at <0.001mg/L. Metals determined from the soil samples were reported in mg/kg.

1. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows levels (mg/kg) of heavy metals in the various samples analyzed.

TABLE 1
METAL CONTENT OF SOIL SAMPLES IN MG/KG

V Ni Cr Cd Zn Pb Fe Se Mg | Ca | Mn As

Sample A <0.001 | <0.05 | 0.009 | <0.005 | 2.70 | <0.02 | 22.87 | <0.001 | 0.86 | 0.18 | 0.008 | <0.001
Sample B <0.001 | 2.05 | <0.05 | <0.005 | 0.47 | 0.14 | 12.32 | <0.001 | 0.31 | 0.14 | 0.011 | <0.001
Sample C <0.001 | <0.05 | 0.010 | <0.005 | 2.87 | 0.16 | 20.67 | <0.001 | 0.11 | 0.11 | 0.036 | <0.001
Sample D <0.001 | 0.15 | 0.37 | 0.008 | 1.24 | 0.15 | 29.11 | <0.001 | 0.09 | 0.04 | 0.008 | <0.001
Sample E <0.001 | 0.15 | 0.009 | 0.008 | 0.36 | 0.19 | 27.46 | <0.001 | 0.25 | 0.17 | 0.009 | <0.001
Sample F <0.001 | 0.33 | 0.008 | <0.005 | 0.29 | 0.14 | 21.64 | <0.001 | 0.41 | 0.14 | 0.015 | <0.001
Sample G <0.001 | 0.57 | 0.008 | <0.005 | 0.14 | <0.02 | 15.61 | <0.001 | 0.52 | 0.13 | 0.013 | <0.001
Soil Quality Standard
(2007) - 100 100 1 150 | 200 - 20 - - 1800 1
NESREA Draft
Effluent Standard for
Petroleum Based & - 0.5 0.1 0.5 2 0.5
Allied Chemical

Industries (2007)

V. CONCLUSION

In order of decreasing magnitude, the average heavy metal content in the top soil samples are as follows: Fe (12.32-29.11)>
Zn (0.14-2.87)>Ni (<0.05- 2.05)> Cr (<0.005-0.37)>Pb (<0.02-0.19)>Mn(<0.008-0.036)>Cd(<0.005-0.008)>V(<0.001),
As(<0.001) and Se(<0.001). Majority of the metal concentrations were higher than control except Ni in samples A, C, D, E,
F, Crin sample B, Pb in sample A, Fe in sample B, Mn in samples A, D and E. All vanadium and arsenic concentrations fell
below or equal to the detection limit. The average concentration of all the metals were compared with soil quality standards
stipulated in the Environmental Management Regulations, 2007 and the results show that they were all within the standards.
However, they could accumulate to a threatening level over a period of time (Gilman, 1975; Adejumobi, 2005).
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